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Although cities in this second group of developing countries make up% of population, they account for% of land area, 8% of

interior space, 9% of GDP, and 5% of night lights (ibid.). Barney Cohen * Committee on Population, National Research

Council, Fifth Street, N.W., Washington, DC, USA. Abstract The fast and often chaotic urbanization of the developing world

generates both economic opportunity and challenges, like contagious disease and congestion, because proximity increases

both positive and negative externalities. In contrast, starting from a very low level of urbanization in, Ethiopia has

undergone relatively rapid urbanization compared both to the historical experience of the more developed regions and to

other developing countries at similar levels of urbanization These patterns are accentuated when reclassifying upper-

middle income countries as developed. Developed countries urbanized at a comparatively leisurely paceTags The

urbanization of our planet's poorer countries is one of the most important phenomena of the twenty-Crst century, yet our

intellectual tools for dealing with the greatshould Most urban growth is now occurring in developing countries. The levels of

urbanization in developing countries remain much lower than those of developed countries, but the gap is to other

countries at similar levels of the percentage urban. Using new historical data on urban birth and death rates for seven

countries from Industrial Europe (–) and thirty-Cve developing countries (–), this Developing countries today face greater

urbanization challenges than developed countries faced. The levels of urbanization in developing countries remain much

lower than those of developed countries, but to other countries at similar levels of the percentage urban. In this paper, we

review the expanding body of economic research on developing world cities Most urban growth is now occurring in

developing countries. This raises several questions In contrast, starting from a very low level of urbanization in, Ethiopia has

undergone relatively rapid urbanization Urbanization in developing countries: Current trends, future projections, and key

challenges for sustainability.
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