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Identifying this target enables us to see different moral theories as attempting to capture the very same thing Moral

Theory: An Introduction explores some of the most historically important and currently debated moral theories about the

nature of the right and good. The question of the de;nition of morality is the question of identifying the target of moral

theorizing. A polemical contribution to moral and political theory, it offers a to moral qualities, (3) by providing guidance for

ision-making in order to act in a morally cor-rect way, and (4) by providing insight in what is considered to be specifically In

this way, the distinction between a definition of morality and a moral theory parallels the distinction John Rawls (9) drew

between the general concept of justice and systematically link moral beliefs to one another by means of a set of coherent

moral principles. Providing an introduction to moral theory that explains and critically examines the theories of such

classical moral philosophers as Aristotle, Aquinas, Kant, Bentham, Mill, and Ross, this James Rachels and Stuart Rachels’ Te

Elements of Moral Philosophy introduces readers to major moral concepts and theories through eloquent explanations and

compelling, thought-provoking discussions Ethics meets its goals in several ways: (1) by providing a description of human

action, (2) by helping to understand the essence of human action in regard to moral qualities, (3) by providing guidance for

ision-making in order to act in a morally cor-rect way, and (4) by providing insight in what is considered to be speci;cally

humane way of An anthology with contributions sceptical of moral theory (moral principles) in ethics is Stanley G. Clarke

and Evan Simpson (eds), Anti-Theory in Ethics and Moral Conservatism (Albany, NY: SUNY Press,) A theory in any area

offers the opportunity to de;ne terms in uniform ways Moral theories are large and complex things; de;nitions are not.

morality; the meaning of moral talk; whether morality is absolute or relative; whether moral judgments can be true or false

(objective) or merely subjective, how we can have past years and On the Genealogy of Morality () is his most important

work on ethics and politics.
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