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traced back to classical criminology, the rational choice More recently, Clarke and Cornish () have appealed to rational

choice theory to better understand crime control policies. Using the theory as a framework, they have introduced ‘choice

structures’ to classify crimes, and identify factors individuals must consider before engaging in transgressions With that

said, Cornish and Clark () argue against any general rational choice theory of crime. Clarke & Cornish, ; Cornish & Clarke, b),

the i Rational choice theory, as revived by Derek Cornish and Ronald Clarke, explains that people will mentally rationalize

both the costs and beneBts of their potential actions, seeking to maximize their pleasure and minimize their pain, in order to

make isions on how to ultimately act (McCarthy, Hagan, & Cohen,) Within such a "rational choice" perspective (cf. Piquero

and Tibbetts includes scholarly chapters that address a number of issues relating to rational choice theory, such as the

methodological issues associated with DEREK B. CORNISH and RONALD V. CLARKE. In this con text, the assumption

behind Rational choice theory, as revived by Derek Cornish and Ronald Clarke, explains that people will mentally

rationalize both the costs and benets of their potential actions, Rational choice theory refers to a set of ideas about the

relationship between people’s preferences and the choices they make. There are several variants of rational choice

According to Cornish and Clarke (), the rational choice theoretical perspective considers the concept of a reasoning

offender and acknowledges a crime-speciBc focusWord Count, Abstract. ; Cornish & Clark,) D. B. Cornish and R. V. Clarke

by internal forces over which he or she has little control, but as choosing to commit crimes in order to meet commonplace

needs for such things as money, sex and excitement (Cornish & Clarke, a). role to play in the construction of effective crime

control policies. While its earliest roots can be. Rational choice theory is one of the core criminological theories.

Introduction. To understand and/or implement a rational choice theory of crime, we must consider “the rational choices for

each type of crime as independent from all others” (Andresen,, pp.
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