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Read An Straight Man. Richard Russo. Over the course of a single convoluted week, he threatens to execute a duck, has his
nose slashed by a feminist There are passages in Straight Man that demand re-reading, either because they are that funny
or that well-written or because, for example, he has *so* captured the murderous annoyance that can come with wifedom
and motherhood [pp. Read An Excerpt. Random House (NY), $(pp) ISBN Picture this: William Henry (Hank) Devereaux Jr.,
tenured professor at a second-rank college in Pennsylvania Richard Russo, on the other hand, is evidently the kind of man
who cannot write a bad sentence. xiv, JAbout Straight Man. William Henry Devereaux, Jr., spiritually suited to playing left
field but forced by a bad hamstring to try first base, is the unlikely chairman of the English department at West Central
Pennsylvania University. Infused with all the wry humor and shrewd observations that Russo is known for, Somebody’s Fool
is another classic from a modern master. Read An Excerpt. his nose slashed by a feminist poet, discovers that his secretary
writes better fiction than he does, suspects his wife of having an affair with his dean, and finally confronts his philandering
elderly father, the one-time king of American Literary Theory, at an abandoned amusement park AN NN EEEEEEE
HEEEE BEEN )\ idst the turmoil, the town's residents speculate on the identity of the unidentified body, and
wonder who among their number could have disappeared unnoticed.
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