Laser Engraved Cutting Boards

In this comprehensive guide, we'll walk you through the process of creating laser engraved cutting boards using a laser
machine.

@ Difficulté Moyen ® Durée 6heure(s) W Catégories Art, Décoration, Maison

Colt 15USD ($)
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Introduction

Laser engraved cutting boards have become increasingly popular as personalized gifts and unique kitchen accessories. With the right tools
and techniques, you can transform ordinary cutting boards into stunning, custom pieces.

Matériaux Outils
e Cutting boards (hardwoods like maple, oak, or bamboo) e OMTech 60W CO2 laser engraver
e Cardboard for template creation e Computer with design software (e.g., LightBurn)

e Measuring tape
e |sopropyl alcohol for cleaning
e Food-safe oil
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https://omtechlaser.au/products/60w-co2-laser-engraver-cutting-machine-usb-0705-x1

Etape 1 - Step 1: Measure and
Prepare Your Cutting Board

Before diving into the engraving process, it's crucial to measure
your cutting board accurately. This step ensures that your design
will be properly positioned and sized.
e Using a measuring tape, determine the length and width of your
cutting board.
e |f your cutting board has a handle, measure from the tip of the
handle to the opposite end for the total length.
e Record these measurements for later use in your design
software.

Etape 2 - Step 2: Create a Template

For consistency across multiple boards or projects, creating a template is essential. This step is particularly useful if you're running a business
or simply want to recreate more boards.

® Open your design software (we'll use LightBurn for this example).

e Create arectangle with the exact dimensions of your cutting board.

e Cut the template shape out of cardboard using your laser engraver.

e Test the fit of your cutting board within the cardboard template to ensure accuracy.

Etape 3 - Step 3: Prepare Your
Design

The quality of your engraving largely depends on the preparation of
your design file. Follow these steps to ensure optimal results:
e Import your design into LightBurn.
e Remove any unnecessary elements, such as background boxes.
e Convert line art to filled shapes if needed by changing the mode
from "Line" to "Fill."
e Preview the design to check for any inconsistencies or errors.
e Adjust the orientation of your design to match the desired
position on the cutting board.

Etape 4 - Step 4: Configure Laser Settings

Proper laser settings are crucial for achieving the best engraving results on your cutting board. Here are the recommended settings for the

OMTech 60W CO2 laser engraver:
® Speed: 250 mm/s
e Power: 50%
e Line Interval: 0.08 mm (127 lines per inch)
e Fill Mode: "Fill shapes at once" (or experiment with "Fill shapes individually" for larger designs)

These settings may need slight adjustments based on the specific wood type of your cutting board.

Etape 5 - Step 5: Position the Cutting Board

Correct positioning of your cutting board in the laser engraver is vital for achieving the desired result:
® Place your cardboard template on the laser bed.
e Position your cutting board within the template.
e Use the "Frame" function on your laser engraver to check the engraving area.
e Adjust the origin point if necessary to fine-tune the design placement.
e Double-check the focus of the laser for each board, as thickness may vary slightly.
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Etape 6 - Step 6: Engraving Process

Now that everything is set up, it's time to start the engraving
process:
e Ensure all safety measures are in place.
e Start the engraving process by pressing the "Start" button on
your laser engraver.
e Monitor the process to ensure everything is running smoothly.
e The engraving time will vary depending on the size and
complexity of your design.

Etape 7 - Step 7: Post-Engraving
Treatment

After the engraving is complete, follow these steps to finish your
laser engraved cutting board:
e Carefully remove the cutting board from the laser engraver.
e Clean the engraved area with isopropyl alcohol to remove any
residue or sap.
@ Polish with a food-safe wood finish like mineral oil to preserve
the engravings.
e |nspect the engraving to ensure the desired result has been
achieved.
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