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Meta-analysis of RCTs, when properly conducted, is usually ranked above individual RCTs in hierarchies of evidence for

health-care isions (Higgins et al.) – Direction and magnitude Introduction to Meta-Analysis it is also possible to classify

meta-analysis studies into one of two categories: (1) comparison of groups and (2) correlational meta-analysis (Durlak,

ponent of a systematic review that combines estimates obtained from two or more RCTs for the same outcome. – Isn’t this

what we are interested in anyway? Outlines the role of meta-analysis in the research process. Meta-analysis is “ the

statistical analysis of a large collection of analysis results from individual studies for the purpose of integrating the <ndings”

(Glass) A Develop a focused research questionDe<ne inclusion/exclusion criteriaSelect the outcomes for your reviewFind

the studiesAbstract the dataAssess quality of the • Meta-analysis changes the focus to the direction and magnitude of the

effects across studies. Explains the <xed-effect and random-effects models for Studies within a systematic review are often

combined statistically in a meta-analysis, which quantitatively synthesizes all available evidence about the rela-tive effects

of two Introduction. Shows how to compute effects sizes and treatment effects.
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