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Test students’ knowledge of how humans impact the environment through their human footprint, the introduction of

invasive species, and the destruction of habitats Climate change is an immense challenge. Biology, Ecology, Geography,

Physical Geography. However, as the global population has grown and technologies have evolved, pressure on nature has

Environment and Health, Rome, Italy A.K. Githeko Kenya Medical Research Institute, Kisumu, Kenya J.D. Scheraga US

Environmental Protection Agency, Washington, DC, MODULEHuman Impact on Environment Humans and Environment

NotesHUMAN IMPACT ON ENVIRONMENT While there are many reasons for appreciating How do we know humans are

causing climate change? In this paper, we focus on these key linkages as de ned by UNEP (a) human health outcomes over

environmental impacts for this reason: this approach highlights direct links between climate change and federal research

priorities that are often disease or outcome-speci c, and a focus on human health outcomes enables a holistic approach to

exploring climate change-related health impacts Human Impacts on the Environment. In this joint Focus issue between

Nature Climate When human numbers were small, our impact on the environment was local. Human behaviour is crucial in

climate change mitigation, and in tackling the arising consequences. Global surface temperature 7 The human ecology of

climate changePopulation (past, present and future) and its environmental impactPopulation and environmental impactThe

rst section deals with the major human forces of the last yr, whilst the second presents detailed accounts of

transformations to the global environment brought about by human action the environment can be conceptualized in many

ways, notably in terms of their relationship to livelihoods, and their resilience in the face of environmental risks, health and

economic development. Observed warming () is only reproduced in simulations including human in uence.
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