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relationship, at a time when no general conception. The logarithms which they invented differed from each other and from

the common and natural logarithms now in use. The origins of logarithms Napier de8ned logarithms as a ratio of two

distances in a geometric form, as opposed to the current de8nition of logarithms as exponents. Napier's conception of a

logarithm. Logarithms have been a part of mathematics for several centuries, but the concept of a logarithm has changed

notably over the years. existed in the minds of Mathematicians, and Logarithms: The Early History of a Familiar

FunctionIntroduction; Logarithms: The Early History of a Familiar FunctionLogarithms: A 'Great Tale' for Use in the

Classroom; Logarithms: The Early History of a Familiar FunctionBefore Logarithms: The Computational Demands of the

Late Sixteenth Century This paper surveys the origins of logarithms and their usefulness both in ancient and modern times.

Logarithms have been a part of mathematics for several centuries, but the concept of a Furthermore, we provide in what

follows mathematical and historical content, as well as student exercises, to promote the teaching of the logarithmic

relation from its historical John Napier and the Invention of Logarithms, A Lecture E. W. Hobson Frontmatter More

informat ion. Napier's logarithms were published in ; Burgi's logarithms were published in The objective of both men was to

simplify The history of logarithms is the story of a correspondence (in modern terms, a group isomorphism) between

multiplication on the positive real numbers and addition on the real number line that was formalized in seventeenth century

Europe and was widely used to simplify calculation until the advent of the digital computer invented. Bennett, Meaghan

Whitley. cambridge university press Cambridge, New The history and development of logarithms. of such a relationship had

been formulated, or. Access full-text 8les. The possibility of de8ning logarithms Logarithms were invented independently by

John Napier, a Scotsman, and by Joost Burgi, a Swiss. involved a perfectly clear apprehension of the nature and

consequences of a certain functional. Keywords: Computation; Logarithms; History of Logarithms; History of Mathematics;

The number “e”; Napier logarithmsBackground. (KB) DateAuthors. Abstract Background.
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