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Children need to hear and understand lots of new words before they start to say them The Hanen approach helps parents

learn to use: shorter, less complex utterances. as early as possible in a child’s life. utterances that model the child’s n. These

ideas can be used in any language. Have conversations with their child that go back and forth a number of times. Speech

Pathology. ing skills. Language-building Tips for Parents of Young Children Who Communicate Without Words. These tips

are for parents of children who communicate using a combination of sounds, gestures (e.g. Respond with interest to

whatever their child tells them, with or without words. It Takes Two to Talk is led by a Hanen Certi@ed Speech-Language

Pathologist/Therapist who iiThe Hanen CentreHelping You Help Children Communicate. When children are playing, the

best way to follow their lead is to join in, especially if you act like a kid yourself! Join In and Play. List a few games or

activities your child enjoys Strategies to encourage speech and language development in under 5s. pointing, shaking head

for "no", waving "bye") and eye gaze (looking at you and then at what he is Hanen Program: It Takes Two To Talk® offers: An

evaluative consultation for you and your child with a Hanen certi@ed Speech-Language Pathologist before the program

begins A series of informative and personal classes for small groups of parents/caregivers Three individual consultations

with your Hanen certi@ed Speech-Language repetition. child to develop their listening and tal. slower rate of speech.

Listening. Talk at a level that their child can understand and learn from Strategies to encourage speech and language

development in under 5s ListeningChildren need to hear and understand lots of new words before they start to say them

and join them together. Talk frequently with their child about things of interest to the child. TV, electronic games, by turning

them off at some points in the day developed by The Hanen Centre, is well-known around the world. communicate and

connect with the world. To help them learn to listen it is useful to reduce background distractions, e.g. Most of these tips are

most Make it easy for their child to start conversations. Studies on the It Takes Two to TalkProgram have shown that it is

effective and that, when parents learn to use the program’s strategies, their children’s communication skills improve. fewer

utterances. In the It Takes Two to Talk Program, you learn practical and powerful strategies to help your Tips to encourage

language development.
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