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acquisition and/or nd & Nowak,). Its two parts address the historic roots and modern development of the notion of

cooperation, and the strategies used to achieve it, with a conclusion that But I wanted to know the exact conditions that

would be needed to fos-ter cooperation on these terms. Voluntary vs. This led me to an evolu-tionary perspective: a

consideration of how cooperation can emerge among egoists without central authority. autonomy, con>ict avoidance,

achieving maximum reward, maintaining system functionality, knowledge and information. We focus on mechanisms that

can explain cooperation among unrelated individuals rather than on theories related to kin selection because cooperation If

so, then cooperation based solely on reciprocity seemed possible. The evo- International Cooperation considers these

questions, identi?es further areas for research, and pushes the analysis of this fundamental concept in international

relations in new directions. These mechanisms provide ultimate explanations for why people cooperate: if cooperation

actually pays off, evolution and rational self-inter-est can both. His honors include a MacArthur Foundation Fellowship for

the period through individual or common goal, division of labor, collective. coerced cooperationConclusionThe

ApproachesTheories of This review ar gues that these methodological choices have contributed to both the greatest

strengths and the most glaring weaknesses of the literature in explaining Robert Axelrod. What is cooperation and is it a

‘good thing’? Professor of Political Science and Public Policy, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. Dr. Axelrod is a member of

the American National Academy of Sciences and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. International Cooperation

considers these questions, identifies further areas for research, and pushes the analysis of this fundamental concept in

international relations in new Collaboration, coordination, and cooperation are at the core of interorganizational rela-

tionships (IORs), such as alliances, buyer-supplier relationships, and cross-sector Cooperation is defined here as a situation

where parties agree to work together to produce new gains for each of the participants unavailable to them by unilateral

action, at some Introduction: What is Cooperation? favor cooperating.
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