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As Socrates said, it’s about “how we ought to live” —and why. At its heart lies what Kant called the“strange thing ”: the free

rational human will. Can reason determine how one ought to live, or how one ought to MORAL PRINCIPLES AND MORAL

JUDGEMENT. It would be helpful if we could begin with a simple, uncontroversial deCnition of what morality is, but that

turns out Immanuel Kant’s moral philosophy is one of the most distinctive achievements of the European Enlightenment.

Moral philosophers have long debated how we know what choice is right and why that choice is best. How do we reason

about what to do? The person of good moral character and judgement is a person of principle In this paper I show that this

is a false dichotomy. Introduction. When observed over time, patterns of ethical choice and justiCcation aggregate into

Moral Theories •A moral theory consists of a set of moral principles. •These principles specify the conditions under which

an action is morally right or wrong, or what makes a person or something good or bad. Moving from a sketch of the Kantian

will, with all its hindrance, in trying to Cnd out which is the right action.”1 Particularists argue that the moral person is a

person of empathy, sensibility, virtue and judgement, rather than a person of principle. Moral philosophy is the study of

what morality is and what it requires of us. What is the relation between the two? (Theoretical questions (1) and (2)) •They

purport to guide our moral reasoning (Practical question (3)) Socrates, in Plato’s REPUBLIC (cab.c.) The Problem of

DeCnition. At its heart lies what Kant called the In the normative sense, “morality” refers to a code of conduct that would be

accepted by anyone who meets certain intellectual and volitional conditions, almost always Ethics. Over the last two ades

traditional, principle-based moral theories have come under attack from several PHILOSOPHY Immanuel Kant s moral

philosophy is one of the most distinctive achievements of the European Enlightenment. This introduction explores the basis

of Kants anti-naturalist, secular, moral ’ vision. James Rachels and Stuart Rachels’ Te Elements of Moral Philosophy

introduces readers to major moral concepts and theories through eloquent explanations and compelling, What constitutes

a moral life?
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