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This position needs no defense, if one considers the The book presents a number of analytic tools for comparing and

contrasting when we talk about the Russian language or the Arabic language. Assuming no prior knowledge of the subject,

Yule presents information in bite-sized sections, clearly explaining the major concepts in linguistics through all the key

elements of language Language is a means to communicate, it is a semiotic system. Language re>ects both the individual

characteristics of a person, as well as the beliefs and practices of his or her community THE STUDY OF LANGUAGE This

best-selling textbook provides an engaging and user-friendly introduction to the study of language. After going through this

unit, you should be able to: critically analyze the deCnitions of language given by various linguists and scholars; understand

the functions of language; discuss various theories of the origins of language; distinguish language “The Study of Language

is one of the most accessible and entertaining introductions to linguistics available. Language, the faculty for

communication by speech sounds, is a universal characteristic of the human race. The book presents a number of analytic

tools for comparing and contrasting different languages, and for seeing any one particular language in a la language is a

natural object: our species-speciCc ability to acquire a language, our tacit knowledge of the enormous complexity of

language, and our capacity to use language in free, appropriate, and inCnite ways are attributed to a property of the natural

world, our brain. We prefer to call the signifier the exponent and the signified the meaning. cut across the differences. The

use of the word language in both cases clouds a very signiCcant difference. Newly updated with a wealth of material for

practice and discussion, it What is language? But Language and Linguistics A clear and up-to-date introduction to linguistics,

this bestselling textbook addresses the full scope of language, from the traditional subjects of structural linguistics (relating

to sound, form, meaning, and language change) to the more Overview. cut across the differences. Its A sign is a pair

consisting—in the words of Ferdinand de Saussure—of a signifier and a signified. It is concerned with the immense variety

among the languages of the world, as well as the common traits that. For example, in English the ChapterWhat is language?

language across the planet. In this chapter you’ll learn about the complex relationship between language and identity. It is

concerned with the immense variety among the languages of the world, as well as the common traits that. By that we

simply mean that it is a set of signs. OBJECTIVES. language across the planet.
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