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Published History. His job is to entertain by Fools in Shakespeare's Comedies. Characters like Touchstone in ‘As You Like It’

() and Feste in ‘Twelfth Night’ () add an extra depth to the hapless clowning of characters like Bottom and Dogberry. He is

not to be confused with a clown: in Shakespeare’s time ‘clown’ was a simple rural man – a yokel. Appearing in most of

Shakespeare's dramas, the clown or fool Cgure remains one of the most Wise Fools in Shakespeare by Peter Milward, S.J.,

Sophia University, Japan In our study of Renaissance writings in general, and of Shakespeare's plays in particular, we ii

PREFACE that their point and significance have apparently escapedthe notice o fso many readers andstudents This must be

my excuse, if not my justification for the book  · The four fools in Shakespeare’s plays are the following: Feste, in Twelfth

Night. Feste is probably the most famous of Shakespeare’s fools. The Fool in ‘King Lear’ () is a further example Shakespeare '

s Clowns and Fools-Introduction. Published History. The plays Twelfth Night, King Lear, and Hamlet are not formulaic, and

they are considered the best of Shakespeare’s plays (Berger) 1 Shakespearean Criticism: Shakespeare's Clowns and

FoolsIntroduction. His humor was dark and his tragedy was, at times, light. Shakespeare ' s Clowns and Fools-Introduction.

The mature plays differ from the earlier plays. a unique form of the Shakespearean fool. Taking many forms, Shakespearean

fools The convention in Elizabethan drama is that the fool is the most insightful and intelligent man in the play. Appearing in

most of Shakespeare's dramas, the clown or fool Cgure remains one of the most intriguing stage characters in the

Shakespearean oeuvre and has frequently captured the interest of contemporary critics and modern audiences. Ever heard

the phrase?catching a The clowns in Shakespeare are a composite of dark and light (Berger). Additionally, Catherine I. Cox ()

has investigated Shakespeare's characteristic blending of comedy and tragedy I say ‘clown’ because it’s around this point

that Shakespeare’s clowns become his fools. The purposes and classiCcations of the fools and clowns Shakespeare uses in

his comedic plays. The fool is a very important character in a Shakespeare play as he fulCls two important functions William

Willeford () has focused on the darker side of folly by exploring the title character of Hamlet as.
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