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(Any cat in any tree, not speci7c) Example: I saw an axe. Proper nouns do not take articles, but a/an is used to make them

common nouns. ‘The’ is used to refer to speci7c or particular nouns, and ‘a/an’ is used to modify no speci7c nouns. The words

‘a’, ‘an’ and ‘the’, known as articles, present problems for most speakers of English as an additional language. (refer to a

random axe) RuleA/An is used to convert a proper noun into a common one. They can be mistaken for singular nouns,

waiting for a person to place a or an Two types of articles can be placed before a noun: de7nite (the) and inde7nite

(some/a/an). The use of each article depends on whether speci7c or general reference is made to any member of a group

Measurements and rates also take the inde7nite article: Three times a week If the noun starts with a vowel sound, then the

article an is used: an ear, an uncle, an hour If the noun starts with a consonant sound, then the article a is used: a school, a

university The Inde7nite Articles “A” and “An” What are “a” and “an”? Example: She thinks she is an Elizabeth Queen. We call

‘The’ de7nite Articles (a/an/the), SpringofHowever, there are some exceptions to this rule. “A” and “an” are the two forms of

inde7nite articles in English. They are used when you are talking about something non-speci7c or for the 7rst time. RuleThe

inde7nite article ‘a’ or ‘an’ is sometimes used to refer to numbers If you are unsure when to use these words and when to

There are two articles in English The and A /An. This is not surprising, since there is no equivalent Adjective and

AdverbsDownloadable PDF Worksheets for English Language LearnersIntermediate Level (B1) Consider the following

examples of inde7nite articles used in context: Please hand me a book; any book will do. They are never made plural

because they are not divided into parts by themselves. Articles “A” and “An” – Examples: I saw a cat in a tree. For example,

you cannot say two waters or two salts. Please hand me an autobiography; any autobiography will do Articles are three

tricky words: ‘the’ (called the de7nite article), ‘a’ and ‘an’ (together referred to as inde7nite articles). Uncountable nouns can

be eiving.
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