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Arba Minch town, with a population of about, is administratively located in Gamo Gofa zone of the Southern Nations,

Nationalities and Peoples Region at about km south of Addis Ababa (capital of the country) while km south of Hawassa

(capital of the region The population of Arba Minch has increased from, in to, in and will rise to, by (Jenberu and Admasu).

Fig Demographically, the population size of Arba Minch town has been increasing at an alarming rate and now Arba Minch

has become a home for more than, people. As can be seen in Fig, Arba Minch is located between 5°30′ to 6°50’ North

latitudes and°32′ to°36′ East longitudes. It consists of the four administrative sub-cities namely Secha, Sikella, Abaya and

Nechsar and these four sub-cities are divided into eleven kebeles. Physically, Arba Minch has grown from fragmented

neighborhoods (since s to mid s) to a conurbated urban fabric in recent research outputs of Arba Minch town with in the

framework of ROSA project. Mixed research design was The major economic activity in the town is trade. Tropical fruit

plantations and cotton production, reliant on irrigation from the nearby lakes and rivers are also common in the Generally,

betweenArba Minch town was characterized by little/no land use differentiation, very low urban density and the

domination of forested land, vacant the regional capital (Arba Minch Municipality (AMM),). According to Central Statistical

Authority (CSA The study revealed rapid urbanization mainly induced by migration. Explanatory notes to the thematic

geoscienti c maps of Ethiopia at a scale of, Map Sheet D3 Arba Minch Kryštof Verner and Leta Megerssa (eds.) Description

of Arba Minch Town: Arba Minch town is one of the rapidly growing towns of Ethiopia which is located in Southern Nations,

Nationalities and Peoples regional The objective of this study was to explore the driving forces of urbanization, land use

pattern and its challenges in Arba Minch town, Southern Ethiopia. In this regard, the CSA data revealed that the total

population of Arba Minch was about,, of which % were male and the rest were female Arba Minch is a town in Southern

Nations, Nationalities and People’s Regional State.
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