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The shadows of the past are never far away... Detective Chief Inspector John Shadow is doing his best to ignore the

madness of York's annual Viking Festival when duty calls. The body of a wealthy businessman, who was playing the role of

the Viking king, is found slain by his own ancient sword. The murder scene looks staged, but before Shadow can compile a

list of people to question a second body is found. Shadow doesn't have to look far for suspects—the victims were by no

means model citizens. John Shadow is a man of contradictions. A solitary ?gure, who shuns company, but is a keen observer

of all he meets. A lover of good food, but whose fridge is almost always empty. He prefers to work alone but is ably assisted

by the eager Sergeant Jimmy Chang. Together, the two men navigate a web of corruption and family drama to solve the

murders before the killer can strike again.
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