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He was a disrupter and a peacemaker, a rebel and a rabbi. His friends were the riffraff, and his enemies the religious elite.

He was the wounded man who healed the sick, the homeless man who fed the hungry, the convicted criminal who released

the captives, and the dead man who conquered the grave. The stories he told were scandalous, and the stories he lived

changed the world. To re ect on the Jesus of the Gospels is to re ect on paradox, mystery, wonder, and messiness. It is to

nd God in the shadows, the tensions, and the ambiguities of life on earth as it is. These essays on the stories of Jesus are

invitations to faith in all its complexity and untidiness. The Jesus who emerges here is not the sanitized Christ of piety and

platitude, but the Christ of complicated joys and transcendent sorrows. The Christ who weeps, wonders, loses, learns, and

seeks. These are the stories of the Incarnate God who nds and loves us in the messiness of our lives.
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